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DISCOURSE  L\. 

Of  the  Miracles  of  Jesus. 

By  Dr.  Priestie.t. 


from  assuming  kingly  power  or  state,  that  he  was 
biuiight  up  a  common  carpenter ;  he  chose  his  com¬ 
panions  fiom  persons  of  an  equally  low  nuik  with 
himself;  and  he  declined  all  paiticular  intercourse 
with  the  chiefs  of  his  nation.  Besides  the  meanness 
of  his  parentage  and  education,  the  place  of  hb  na- 


uy  V  nit.ni  I j'.i.  iiis  parentage  anil  cuncation,  me  place  oi  nis  na- 

Aibfti,  tre  Atioit  lh\\t  thou  art  a  teacher  sent  from  tivity  (at  least  tliat  f.om  which  he  received  hb  de- 
God :  For  no  num  c^n  do  those  tniructes  uhich  nomination)  svas  a  despicable  town  in  Galilee,  a 
thou  dost,  except  God  be  uith  him.  part  of  the  country  which  was  thought  meanly  of, 

John  iii.  i.  compared  with  Judea  propcilv  so  called. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  from  the  time  The  only  advantage  that  Jesus,  previous  to  his 
of  the  captivity  in  Babylon  to  that  of  Christ,  a  pe-  uppearing  m  a  public  character  had,  was  his  beuig 
nod  of  six  hundred  year.s,  there  did  mu  appear  announced  by  John  the  BaptiU  as  a  great  prophet, 
among  the  Jews  any  person  who  pretcndrul  to  work  greater^than  hinisell,  and  one  who  would 

1  miracle  ;  nor  w  as  there  among  them  any  one  who  "oils  miracles.  F  or  this  seems  to  be  implied  in  his 
pretended  to  the  gift  of  prophecy  from  the  time  r>f  saying  that  he  would  buptize  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
.Malachi,  which  was  about  four  hundred  years  be-  This  cireuir.st  ince  would,  no  dmibt  excite  great  al- 
fore  Christ.  This  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  Jews  tention  to  Je.sus,  and  a  favourable  one  ;  and  had  he 
»fie  not  a  cr-'lulous  nation.  For  had  they  been  i'l'pe  ired  m  the  character  that  they  confidenUy  ex- 
disirosed  to  believe  in  miiades,  or  piophecv,  per-  pected  their  piomiscd  Messiah  would  assume,  he 
s ms  enough  w ould  have  arisen  to  take  advaiit  ige  of  «  “h  somew hat  more  ea.se  imposed  upon  them, 

that  disposition,  as  was  the  case  witli  the  Catholics  atlvantage  only  respected  the  common 

for  many  centuries.  In  proportion  to  the  credulity  I  people,  who  regarded  John  as  a  true  prophet.  By 
of  some,  have  always  been  the  arts  of  imposition  in  ehiel  priests  and  rulers  ol  the  nation,  to  w  hom 
others.  This  remarkable  fact  demonstrates  a  gene-  ^ad  paid  no  court,  he  was  regarded  in  a  much 

ral  dread  in  the  Jewish  nation  of  assuming  tin-  pro-  less  (avourable  light.  Nothing,  therefore,  that  John 
photic  character  without  authoiity.  U  hatever  li-  disptise  them  to  give  Jesus 

berties  of  other  kinds  Uiev  might  take  with  lespect  favourable  reception;  but  on  the  contrary 

to  morality,  this  speciei  of  impiety  w  as  not  among  "  regard  hun  with  a  jealous  eye. 

And  this  jealousy  was  soon  iiitlamed  to  hatred  and 
Froifliffse  cirnimstan^  it  may  be  taken  for  the  blackest  mdlignity,  though  he  performed  mira- 
•raiited,  that  preteusioiM  to  miracles  among  the  which  they  could  not  deny  to  be  such,  as  soon 
Jews  were  sure  of  bt'iiia  .ligorouvlj  scnitinizeil,  so  j  ***'  appeared,  like  John,  to  pay  no  rourt  to  them^ 
that  they  would  not  obtiihi  ciedit  unless  the  facts  ‘'‘"'‘I'H'-y  "Pt^^R  ‘o  expose  their  hypocrisy 

were  indispi;uble.  This  would  have  been  tbe  ea,.;  1  '“  '‘n  to  denounce  the  judgments  of 

had  the  objecTof  the  miracles  even  been  any  thing  I  again  t  them.  In  this  state  of  0|)en  oppo.vition 
lavurahle  to  theit  leligioi.,  and  to  their  wi  he* ;  b,  t  !  P'  '"""'*  possession  of  power,  and  aho  to 
much  more  so  if  it  had  heen  any  thing  that  thev  did  |  l.-una  d  and  mo  t  intelligent  persons  in  the 

not  wish  to  favour.  .\nd  in  tin*  prodiraiueiit  was  ''o-  piiv,  the  conduct  of  Jesus would,  no  doubt,  be 
Jesus  when  he  first  assumed  tlie  eii.iraitci  of  a  pe;-  u-o  .1  n;:irowl\  watched;  and  anything  inhimlook- 
wn  jcnt  iroiii  God,  and  empowered  to  woik  mira-  <o*'*f<ee  could  not  fail  to  have  been  exposed, 

ties,  in  proof  ol  his  diline  mission.  and  he  would  have  been  puni'-hed  as  an  imjiostor 

The  only  pcr-oii  whom  tbe  Jews  expected  in  the  u  Idasplicmcr. 
character  of  a  prophet,  proceeded  by  Elijah,  they  Notwithstanding  these  deep-rooted  prejudices, 
also  expected  in  tlie  ,  haiacttr  of  a  king,  \iz.  their  and  these  great  disadvantages,  the  miracles  of  Jesus 
proiiii.eil  .V/«-.v.?i  h,  the  person  announced  under  were  so  miinerons,  and  so  conspicuous,  that  no 
that  title  by  Daniel,  a.s  to  come  in  fAe  r/owr/A^Aeii-  doubt  w;is  entertained  of  them.  Great  numbers 
ten,  witli  power  and  great  glory.  .\iid  it  is  re  mar-  openly  avowed  themselves  to  be  his  disciples,  and 
kable  that  about  the  time  of  tlie  appearance  of  Jc-  even  received  him  as  their  promised  Messiah  ;  and 
sii  there  was  a  gencial  expectation  of  tlie  speedy  they  whose  prejudices  would  not  siifler  them  to  ac- 
niming  of  this  Mcs.-.iah.  But  they  natiinJly  inia-  knowledge  this,  did  not  deny  his  miracles  but  as- 
doed  that  he  wouhl  be  a  great  print  e,  who  would  cubed  them  to  some  other  cause  than  the  power  of 
lescue  their  nation  from  their  snlyeetion  to  the  Ro-  God. 

mans,  and  bring  all  the  world  into  subjection  to  Let  ns,  then,  consider  the  circumstances  of  mira* 
them.  cles  which  produced  so  wonderful  an  effect;  and 

Had  any  pei-son  assumed  this  character,  it  is  not  we  shall  find  that,  extraordinary  as  it  was,  the  caiLse 
impossible,  but  that  the  Jewish  nation,  prejudiced  was  equal  to  it.  The  miracles  were  so  circumstan- 
Mthey  were,  might  have  been  disposed  to  favour  eed,  that  it  was  impossible  to  suspect  that  there  was 
Iris  pietcnsions,  and  hava  liecniess  scrupulous  in  any  impokition  in  the  case.  .\s  Nicodemas  ac- 
their  examination  of  the  proofs  of  his  mission.  But  knowledgcd,  no  man  could  have  done  the  things 
Jesus  made  no  such  pretensions.  He  never,  indeed,  that  Jesus  did,  if  God  had  not  been  with  him. 
rienied  that  he  was  the  Messiah  ;  but  his  appearance  1.  The  number  of  the  miracles  performed  by  Je- 
^  no  means  corresponded  (o  their  ideas  of  him.  sus  was  beyond  all  example  in  any  jircceding  time. 
Me  did  not  come  in  tbe  clouds ;  and  so  far  way  be  even  those  ot  Moses  and  Elijah,  il  we  except  the 
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standing  miracle  of  tlie  descent  of  the  manna,  which  j  Jttuit  mlhdrnc  himself  f  i>m  thence  :  and  great 
was  repeated  every  day  (excc|)tiiig  the  >al>bath)  j  mw/ti/ii'/fj  folloued  kim,i.nd  he  healed  them lU. 
during  forty  years.  Now  an  impostor,  so  narrowly  '  In  tlie  w«)e  that  he  pionounred  upon  the  cities  of 
watched  as  Jesns  must  have  knovsn  himself  to  ho,  |  ('lu)razin  and  Bethsaiiia,  he  alludes  to  niiradr, 
and  without  assistants,  as  he  must  huveheen  at  least !  wronght  in  them,  but  not  specified  by  any  ol  tlie 
at  first,  would  never  have  attempted  so  many  mira-  j  Ksangelists.  Matt.  xi.  Jl.  If'oe  unto  thee  Chora- 
ries,  from  the  certainty  of  his  being  detected  in  some  I -fn,  Itoe  unto  thee  liethsaidn  ;  for  if  the  mighty 
of  them,  though  he  should  have  snceeeiled  in  oth- ;  trorks  whirh  irere  done  in  you,  had  been  done  in 
ers  ;  and  a  single  failure  would  has c  been  snllicient  TyreunU  Sidon,  they  would,  hove  repented  /one 
to  expose  th(!  whole  scheme.  aget  in  Siickcloth  and  ashes. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Jesus  appears  never  to  have  After  Jesus  had  cast  out  tlie  demon  from  thr 
omitted  a  single  opportunity  of  performing  the  be-  Svrophenician  woman,  we  read,  Matt.  xv.  dj,  j)l. 
ncvolent  miracle  of  cniing  diseases  of  evciy  kind,  great  multitudes  came  vntokim,  having  with 
whoever  applied  to  him  for  that  purpose.  ^Vith'Mfw  those  that  were  I  me,  blind,  dumb,  nuiimn^, 
artful  management  a  single  person,  or  a  few  per- 1  r.ni/  nu>ny  others,  and  cast  thim  downut  Jtsui 
sons,  might  appear  to  be  blind,  or  lame,  and  snd-  \  feet,  and  he  rured  them,  Insumurh  that  theyvvn- 
dcnly  to  recover  their  sight,  or  lUe  use  of  thrit '  dered,  when  fhey  Sit7c  the  dumb  to  speak,  the  main. 
limbs,  when  commanded  so  to  do ;  but  Jesus  made  I  ed  to  be  whole,  the  I  .me  to  wtilk,  and  the  blind  f# 
no  exception  to  any  kind  of  disease  ;  and  what  is  |  see  :  and  they  glorified  the  God  of  Israel, 
much  more  extraordinary,  ary  nuiitn,  or  the  total  The  miracles  of  which  the  Kvangclists  have  given 
want  of  any  limb.  This  was  i'ar  too  hold  for  the  I  a  particular  account,  seem  to  have  been  scicetfd  ■ 
most  artful  and  practised  impostor  to  have  under- 1  as  the  most  remarkable.  Y'et  ii  the  history  of  little 
taken.  T^at  so  impudent  an  attein|it  as  this  should  {  more  than  a  year  (tor  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus 
have  succeeded,  in  such  peculiaily  imfaiorable  ,  did  not  extend  beyond  this  short  period)  they  par- 
circumstances,  and  to  the  extent  that  all  history,  |  ticniaily  mention  the  following,  probably  onlv  as 
and  the  present  state  of  things,  shews  that  it  did  .  moie  distingnisned  by  tlieir  cireiiiiist.inces  than  the 
succeed,  would  be  a  greater  miracle  than  any  that ,  rc-t.  Of  lepers,  mention  is  made  of  one  who  met 
arc  recorded  by  the  evangelists.  |  him  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  wliicli  lie  had 

It  is  probable  that  but  few  of  the  miraeles  per- 1  delivered  the  discourse, of  w  liich  we  have  an  areoum 
formed  by  Jesus  arc  recorded  in  the  liutoiics  »ve  in  Matthew  and  Luke  ;  and  the  ten  who  applied  to 
have  of  him.  All  the  evangelists  allude  to  great  him  at  the  same  time,  ona  of  whom  was  a  Saiiiari- 
liumberc  not  specified  by  them.  i  tan.  Of  a  fever  he  cured  Peter’s  wife’s  mother  at 

Thus  after  the  cure  of  Peter’s  wife’s  mother  at  ,  Capetnainn,  and  a  nobleman’s  son  of  the  same 
Capernaum  it  is  said,  Mark  i.  32.  Jlnd  at  even  '  place,  when  he  was  at  a  distance.  Of  :blind  men 
when  the  sun  did  set,  they  brought  unto  Aim  u//  there  was  one  whom  he  met  near  Ketlisaida ;  an- 
that  were  diseased,  and  those  that  were  possessed  j  other,  who  had  been  blind  from  his  birth,  at  Jenisa- 
with  demons.  And  all  the  city  was  gathered  to-  W\w,  and  two  near  to  Jerichu.  Of  the  palsy  he  1 
gether  at  the  door.  And  he  healed  many  that !  cured  a  centurion's  servant  at  C'afiernaimi  bernrr 
were  sick  of  divers  diseases,  and  cast  out  meny  he  eaiiic  to  the  house.  Another  para^ic  person: 
demons.  j  w  as  brought  to  him  on  a  bed,  and  let  (loilUliroiigli  ! 

When  he  had  left  the  city  at  this  time  we  lead,  |  the  roof  of  the  house  where  he  was  ;  ’and  one  per-  i 
Matt.  iv.  23.  And  Jesus  tcent  about  all  Galilee,  |  son  he  cured  of  a  witheied  hand  in  a  sviiagognc  on  i 
teaching  in  their  synagogues,  and  preaching  the  ]  the  sahbath-day. 

g^tl  of  the  kingdom, <ind  healing  all  nuinner  of  \  ()f  demoniacs,  or  insane  persons,  lie  rnred  one 

sickness,  and  all  manner  of  disease  ani;>ng  the  \  jn  a  synagogue  at  Capernaum,  tlic  miracle  which 
people.  And  his  fame  went  throughout  all  Syria:  particular  attention  of  the  public 

and  they  brought  unto  him  all  sick  people  that  were  j  (,>  him  ;  another  who  was  raging  mail,  and  wholly 
taken  with  divers  diseases  and  torment.s,  those  th:i :  intractable,  in  Oadara  ;  another  who,  besides  being 
were  possessed  trith  demons,  and  those  ichwh  were  insane,  was  both  blind  ami  dumb,  presently  aftr 
iunatw,  and  those  that  had  the  palsy;  and  he  heal- .  calling  of  the  twelve  apostles.  In  this  case  lie 
ed  them.  _  j  also  relieved  the  daughter  of  a  Svrophciiiciaii  ivn-  i 

Immediatel^r  before  the  mission  of  the  twelve,  it ,  ma,, ;  and  another  young  person  at  the  foot  of  tin  ’ 
U  said.  Matt.  ix.  35.  And  Jesus  went  about  all  the  '  mount  of  tninstigiiratinn.  And  incidental  mention 
cities  and  villages,  and  healing  every  sickness  and  j  j,  made  of  his  having  cured  Mary  Magdeleiie,  who 
every  disease  among  the  people.  In  his  charge  to  |  |,a(J  been  grievously  afflicted  in  tins ’way,  and  n- 
the  twelve  he  said.  Matt.  x.  8.  Heal  the  sick,  cleanse  it  is  said  that  seven  demons  had  been  e.ist  out  of 
the  lepers,  raise  the  dead,  east  out  demons.  Freely  |  imr. 

ye  have  received,  freely  give.  On  tlieir  return  we  He  instantly  cured  a  woman  wlio  had  a  bloody 
read,  Mark  vi.  13.  And  they  cast  out  numy  demons,  j  is.nc  ot  many  years  rontinnance,  as  he,  was  goinc 
and  anointed  with  oil  many  that  were  ^tcAr  unt/ |  to  the  house  m  Jaim.s  in  l’a|)ein.'ium  ;  another  wo- 
healed  them.*  i  man  wlio  h  i<!  b\-en  iiihrm  eighteen  years  in  a  pub- 

To  the  Messengers  from  John  Jesus  said.  Matt.  I  jje  sy-  igogue  ;  a  lame  man  at  the  pool  of  Betliesda 
XI.  4.  Go  and  shew  John  those  things  which  j  i,,  Jerusalem  ;  one  who  was  deaf,  and  had  an  iin- 

yeu  do  hear  and  see:  The  blirui  receive  fAetr  i  peiliuu’iit  in  his  speech, on  his  retiiin  from  his  cx- 
oight,  and  the  htme  walk ;  the  lepers  are  cleansed, ;  ciirsion  to  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sydoii ;  a  person 
and  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  r,iised  up,  and  the  .  had  a  dropsy  at  the  house  of  a  chief  pharisee,  j 
poor  have  the  gospel  preached  unto  them.  I  Luke  xlv.  1.  and  he  rured  the  wound  made  bvj 

When  he  had  cured  the  man  who  had  the  wither-  Peter  in  striking  off  the  ear  of  tlie  High  Priest's] 
•d  hand  in  the  synagogue,  it  is  added,  Matt.  xii.  15.  !,ervant. 

____  But  more  astonishing  than  the  cure  of  any  dis- ; 

♦  Hii  charge  to  the  seventy  was  similar  to  this,  Luke  case  was  his  raising  persons  from  the  dead,  of  whom  ■ 
X.  9.  Heal  the  tick  ;  and  on  their  return  they  said,  three  are  particularly  mentioned,  viz.  the  daiieliter ! 
V.  17.  Even  t>ie  dentont  are  tubjerl  to  w  through  thy  I  of  Jainis  at  Capernaum,  the  widow’s  son  at  Nai», 
ytofTiei  I  and  Lazarus  at  Bethenyt.^ 
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IJeMdes  miracles  of  liealint',  there  were  Vapabir  of  walkinii.  In  all  the  cases,  therefore,  the 
others  of  a  benevolent  nature,  as  his  chaiii'in^  a  persons  were  not  only  recovered  from  a  stale  of 
>|(i:intity  of  water  into  wine  at  a  marriage  feast  in.  death,  but  lestored  to  iiealth  and  vigour. 

(.’ana;  and  his  feeding  irsl  five  thousand,  and  af-j  d.  The  scale,  as  1  may  say,  on  which  several  of 
lerwards  four  thousand,  with  a  small  quantity  of  pro-  the  miracles  of  Jesus  were  perfoiined,  was  iivuch 
visions,  I  too  large  to  admit  the  suspicion  of  artifice.  This 

All  the  miracles  of  Jesus  were  not,  Inrwever,  ofjinore  especially  applies  to  the  case  of  feeding  the 
this  kind.  Some  of  them  seem  calculated  to  shew  five  and  four  thousand  ;  and  in  a  great  degree  to 
his  power  over  nature  in  general,  as  his  stilling  a  the  changing  so  great  a  quantity  of  water,”  much 
teinpc't,  his  walking  on  the  sen,  his  enabling  Peter  more  than  any  man  could  carry,  into  wine.  No 
to  do  the  same,  and  his  cansing  a  barren  tig-tice  to  imposter  would  have  attempted  any  thing  of  the 
wither  in  the  course  of  a  night.  kind.  To  substitute  a  single  glass  of  wine  for  one 

Other  miracles  are  lecorded  in  the  history  of  of  water,  or  as  much  bread,  or  any  kind  of  eatable, 
Jesus  in  which  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  as  a  man  could  carry  about  him,  and  for  a  tinre  con- 
agent,  as  in  the  voices  from  heaven,  <)f  which  there  ceal,  might  be  practicable.  But  to  provide  wine 
were  three  instances ;  the  first  at  his  ba|)tism,  pro-  for  a  large  company,  and  bread  and  fish  to  suffice 
bably  in  the  hearing  of  many  persons,  when  the  fol-  several  thousand  persons,  and  those  after  they  had 
lotting  words  were  distinctly  prononijced,  Thix  it  long  fasted,  and  this  in  a  desert,  in  the  open  air, 
beloved  son  in  uhom  I  itm  tcell  pleimeJ.  The  where  no  such  supply  could  either  have  been  pro- 
>anie  words  were  pronounced  on  the  mount  of  tnins-  cured,  or  secreted,  was  beyond  all  the  power  of  leg- 
liguratioii,  in  the  bearing  of  Peter,  James,  and  John,  erdemain.  Besides,  it  is  evident  from  the  whole 
The  last  was  in  the  temple,  when,  in  answer  to  his  story,  which  is  related  with  the  most  perfect  simpli- 
prayer  in  which  he  said, /-'u/Aer  thy  name,  city,  that  Jesus  had  no  assistants;  the  apostles 

the  supernatural  voice  said,  I  huve  ^lurijiea  it  und  themselves  having  no  kn»)wledge  of  what  he  intend¬ 
in'// g’/ony^  ff  ed,  and  cxprevsiiig  their  surprize  at  his  proposal  in 

Some  of  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  if  they  may  be  so  the  most  artles.s  maimer. 


railed,  were  of  a  prophetical  nature,  as  his  telling 
Peter  where  he  houhl  find  a  large  drauglit  of  fishes, 

and  a  piece  of  money  in  a  fish's  mouth;  his  telling  vreiAn  aisttya  at 

bis  disciples  where  they  should  find  au  ass  on  which _  WrttAlrxlzOAJa. _ 

be  might  ride  to  Jerusaiem,  and  a  person  who  would  SKETCHES  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF 

shew  them  a  projier  place  where  he  might  eat  his  .MURRAY 

last  p  issover ;  but  rspoci.illv  his  wonderfully  exaet  gi  <  j 

prediction  concerning  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  f  ^  one iuded  from  p.  Ii6.) 

and  the  temple,  to  take  place  within  that  geneia-  I  could  not  forbear  looking  hack  upon 

lion.  To  these  may  he  added  his  foretelling  the  niistakes  made  upon  onr  passage,  even  to 

iwwersthatwould  be  conlejred  on  lus  apostles,  an^  the  coming  into  this  particular  inlet,  where 

tbcir  success  m  preaehmu  the  eospel.  i  i-.u-  •  i  *•  .  r  ’  , 

All  these  miraclon,  however,  extraordinary  as  **0  vessel  «t  t.. is  ^tze  had  ever  before  entered, 
tliey  are,  were  nothing  in  comparison  oftlie  prcdic-  every  circumstance  coinhined  to  bring  me  to 
tini)  of  Amds  conceining  his  own  death,  and  rusiir-  this  house  ;  Mr.  Potter’s  address  on  seeing 
rection,  within  a  limited  time,  together  with  his  as-  me,  his  assurance  that  he  knew  1  was  on 
Tension  aliove  the  clouds,  in  the  prc'Cnce  of  a  great  j  hiiard  the  vessel,  when  he  saw  her  at  a  dis- 
number  of  his  disciples.  ...  Itnnee.  all  these  considerations  pressed  with 


[To  be  Continued.^ 


What  kind  of  a  man  must  he  have  been,  to  ,nv  mind,  and  I  wa. 

undertaken  all  this,  in  the  circumstances  ni  wlueli  •  u-  /-  i  ai‘  •  i.  i  •  •  u- 

Jesus  was  without  anv  ronscioiiMiess  of  superuafu- , ‘o  say.  It  (uni  Almighty  has,  in  hm 
ral  assistance,  and  dcpentlincr  only  uimn  liF  aitami  P''»^'’idence,so  ordered  events,  ns  to  bring  me 
address;  Certainly  he  ronlil  not'  have  been  in  tliejinto  this  country,  for  the  purjioso  of  making 
possession  of  his  right  mind,  and  therefore  Ills  im- 1  manifest  the  savor  of  his  name,  and  of  bring- 
pudenf  pretensions  would  soon  have  been  cxjiosed,  tii,fr  many  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  tho’ 
and  he  would  have  snlfercd  as  an  impostor.  Lyt;j  ^voiild  infinitely  prefer  death,  to  entering 
any  man  at  this  day,  a  man  tlKMuost  praet^  a  character  which  will  subject  me  to 

toe  arts  of  imiKistnre,  undertake  a  hundredth  part  of  i  i  i  .i'  *  ■ 

ttltat  Jesus  did,  and  see  what  would  he  his  fate  ;  and  , « "'hiu  rly  worse  tlian  death  ;  yet  as  I 
it  would  have  been  intinitciv  more  hazardous  in  the  have  not  with  me  the  issues  of  life  and  of 
T;ee  of  .Tesiis  among  the  Jimvs.  death,  am  I  not  lioiind  to  submit  to  the  dis- 

■l.  The  cur«*s  which  Jesns  imdortook  to  perform,  pensaiions  of  providence  ?  1  w  ished  however 
"•hic)i  was  alway-.  /.oimc./t  z/r/;/.  vvcrc,  in  general,  ol  Pf,  convinced,  tliat  it  was  the  will  of  God, 
sif.h  a  nature,  that  there  was  liie  lea't  pros|K;ct  ol  |  phoiild  step  forth  in  a  character,  which 
areseni  n  liet,  as  levers,  pa  ue>,  qmey  ,  » lopsy,  ^voiild  be  considered  obnoxious,  as  truly  de> 

iJtiidness.  and  esiieciallv  ni'auitv.  r  or  when  tliese  .  .  ■  ...  , 

oases  are  cmablcVv  .Medical  treat, nent,  it  is  always  e.  1  was  hilly  convinced  it  was  not  by 

in  a  course  of  time,  and  never  sudrienly ;  and  in  no  u.o  w  ill  of  the  flesh,  nor  the  w  ill  of  the  world, 
nse  was  the  cure  left  imperfect,  so  as  to  reqniie  a  nor  by  the  will  of  the  God  ol  tliis  world,  ail 
second  ajiplication.  Even  when  the  daughter  of  these  wore  strongly  opposed  thereto  ;  one  mo- 
Jairns  was  raised  to  life,  she  was  not  left  in  a  Ian-  mont  1  felt  iny  resolutions  giving  way,  the 
guishing  condition,  so  as  to  require  time  for  her  path  seemed  to  brighten  upon  me,  hut  the 
perfect  iwovery,  but  was  imnie«liately  capable  ot  ,  |Vom  within  and  without 

eatiii*'.  The  voune  man  whom  Jesns  restored  to  ’  ‘  j  *'  .  j  i  i  j  •  . 

life  as  ihev  were  carrving  him  to  his  grave,  immedi-  obscured  the  prospect,  and  I  relapsed  into  a 
ately  rose' up,  and  he' delivered  him  to  his  mother;  lirm  resolution  to  shelter  myself  in  solitude, 
and'ljazanis,  who  had  lain  in  the  grave  foirr  days,  from  the  hopes  and  fears,  and  the  various  con- 
was  loosed,  and  his  being  let  go  implies  his  being  tentions  of  men. 


tnnee,  all  these  considerations  pressed  with 
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While  1  thus  balanced,  the  i^abbath  advan-|you  still  bcliave  any  such  preacher  will  visit  i 
ced,  1  had  ventured  to  implore  the  God,  who  i  you  ?  "  O,  yes,  assuredly.”  Upon  all  this  he  I 
had  sometimes  condescended  to  indulge  indi-j  reflected,  and  tears  of  transport  filled  his  eyes; ' 
viduals  with  tokens  of  his  approbation,  gra-1  he  looked  round  upon  the  people,  and  ever? 
ciously  to  indulge  me  upon  this  important  oc- ;  feature  seemed  to  say,  “  There,  what  think 
casion,  and  that  if  it  were  his  will,  that  1 '  you  now  ?”  When  I  returned  to  his  house,  he 
should  obtain  the  desire  of  my  soul  by  passing  caught  me  in  his  arms — “Now,  now,  I  am 
through  life  in  a  private  character,  if  it  were  |  w  illing  to  ilepart  ;  t),  my  God,  1  will  praise 
no/  his  will,  that  1  should  t!ngag<*  as  a  preach- 1  thee,  thou  hast  granted  me  my  desire.  After 
er  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  he  would  j  this  truth  1  have  been  seeking,  but  I  havt 
vouchsafe  to  grant  me  such  a  wind,  as  might  never  found  it  until  now;  1  knew  that  (iod, 
bear  me  from  this  shore  before  the  return  of  j  who  put  it  info  my  heart  to  build  a  house  for 
the  Sabbath.  I  determined  to  take  the  chang- 1  ids  worship,  would  send  a  servant  of  his  own 
ing  of  the  wind  for  an  answer,  and  had  the  to  proclaim  his  own  gospel.  I  knew  he  would, 
wind  changed,  it  would  have  borne  on  its  I  knew  the  time  was  come,  when  1  saw  thr 
wings  full  conviction,  because  it  would  have  ve.ssel  grounded  ;  I  knew  you  were  the  rnaii 
corresponded  with  my  wishes.  JJut  the  wind  when  1  saw  you  approach  my  door,  and  my 
changed  not,  and  Saturday  morning  arrived. ;  heart  leaped  for  jov.”  Visitois  poured  intii 
“  Well,”  said  rny  anxious  friend,  "  now  let  me  the  house;  he  took  each  by  the  hand.  “  This 
give  notice  to  the  neighbours.”  N'o,  t’ir,  not  is  the  happiest  day  of  my  life;”  said  the  trans- 
yet,  not  yet;  should  the  wind  change  by  the  j  ported  man.  “There,  neighbours,  there  is 
middle  of  the  afternoon,  I  must  depart.  No  the  minister  God  promised  to  send,  how  do 
tongue  can  tell,  nor  heart  conceive  liow  muchj  you  like  (iod’s  minister  V'  I  ran  from  the  com- 
I  suffered  this  afternoon;  but  the  evening!  pany,  and  prostrating  myself  before  the  throiif 
came  on,  and  it  was  necessary  I  shouhl  deter  |of  grace,  besought  my  God  to  take  me,  and 
mine,  and  at  last,  with  much  fear  and  trem-jdo  with  me  whatever  he  pleased.  I  am,  said 
bling,  lyieldcd  a  reluctant  consent.  Mr.  Pot-i  I,  I  am,  O  Uonn  God,  in  thine  hand,  as  clay 
ter  then  immediately  dispatched  his  servants,  in  the  hand  of  the  potter.  If  thou,  in  thy  pres 
on  horse  back,  to  spread  the  intelligence  far'  vidence,  host  brought  me  into  this  new  world, 
and  wide,  and  tliey  were  to  continue  their  in-|  to  make  known  to  thi.s  people  the  grace  and 
formation  until  ten  in  the  evening.  |  the  bles.sings  of  the  new  covenant,  if  thou  hast 

I  had  no  rest  through  tlie  night,  what  should'  confounded  tlie  wise,  if  thou  hast  been  plens- 
I  say,  or  how  address  the  peojde  1  yet  I  re-  ed  to  show  to  a  babe,  possessing  neither  wij. 
collected  the  admonition  of  our  Uor<l.  “  7«Ac  doru  nor  j^rudenct',  what  thou  hast  hid  from 
fto  thought  Xi'hat  yc  shall  say ;  it  shall  be  given  the  wi.se  and  prudent,  he  it  so,  O  I'ather,  for 
you  in  that  same  hoar  xi'hat  yc  shall  say.”  Ay,  so  it  seemeth  good  in  tliy  sight.  ,  O,  my 
but  this  promise  was  made  to  his  disejples.  merciful  God.  h’avc  me  not,  I  h«'scech  thee. 
Well,  by  this  I  shall  know  if  I  am  a  di.sciple.  for  asincle  moment;  for  without  thee,  1  can 
IfGo<l,in  his  providence,  is  comiiiit'ing  to  me  do  riotliing.  (>,  make  thy  strength  perfect  in 
a  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  he  will  furnish  myv.eakmss,  that  the  world  may  see  that 
me  with  matter  without  my  thought  or  care,  ll.iiie  is  the  power,  and  that,  therefore,  thine 
If  this  thing  be  not  ol  GoJ,  hev.id  dt'sert  me,  ought  to  ho  the  glory.  'I'hus,  my  heart  ftray- 
and  this  shall  be  another  sign,  on  this  then  i  ed,  w Idle  tears  of  supplication  bedewed  rny 
rested.  Sunday  morning  succeeded,  my  host  face. 


was  in  transports,  I  wa.s — I  cannot  describe  I  felt  however  relieved  and  franqiiilizcd,  for 
how  I  was;  I  entered  tlie  house,  it  was  neat  I  had  power  given  me  to  trust  in  the  namool' 
and  convenient,  expressive  of  the  character  the  Uonn,  to  stay  upon  the  God  of  my  salva- 
of  the  builder.  There  were  no  pews,  tlie  pul-|  tion.  Iimuediatrdy  on  my  return  to  the  com* 
pit  was  rather  in  the  (Quaker  mode,  the  seats  pany,  my  boatmen  rmtered  tlie  house,  the  wind 
were  constructed  with  hacks,  roomy,  and  even ;  is  fair.  Sir  ;  well,  then  we  will  depart,  it  is 
elegant.  I  said  there  was  no  pews;  tJiere  late  in  the  afternoon,  but  no  matter,  1  will 
was  one  large,  square  pew,  just  before  the  embark  directly ;  I  have  been  determined  to 
pulpit,  ill  this  sat  the  venerable  man,  and  his  embrace  the  first  opportunity,  well  knowing 
family,  friends,  and  visiting  strangers.  In  this  the  suspense  the  captain  must  be  in,  and  the 
pew  sat,  upon  this  occasion,  this  happy  man,  pain  attendant  thereon, 
and  surely  no  man  on  this  side  heaven  was  Accordingly  I  set  off,  as  soon  as  matters 
more  completely  happy.  lie  looked  up  to  the  could  be  adjusted,  but  not  until  my  old  friend 
pulpit  witli  eyes  sparkling  with  pleasure;  it  taking  me  by  the  hand  said,  You  are  now  go- 
appeared  to  him  as  the  fulfilment  of  a  promise  ing  to  New-York,  I  am  afraid  you  will,  w  hen 
long  deferred  ;  and  he  reflected,  wifii  ahun-|  there,  forget  the  man,  to  whom  your  master 
dant  consolation,  on  the  strong  faith  wl  '  ‘  ‘ 
had  cherished,  while  his  associates 
tauntingly  question,  Well,  Potter,  w 
this  minister,  which  is  to  be  sent  you  ? 
is  coming  along  in  God’s  own  time.”  And  do 'threw  his  arms  around  me,  repeating  his  ini- 


Itch  he  I  sent  you  ;  but  I  do  beseech  you  come  back  to 
would !  me  again  as  soon  as  possible ;  the  tears  ^ush- 
here  isjed  in  his  eyes,  and  regarding  me  with  looks 
“  He  which  indicated  the  strongest  affection,  he 
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portunities,  that  I  would  not  unnecessarily  I 
delay  my  return.  I  was  greatly  affected,  re¬ 
iterating  the  strongest  assurances  that  I  would  ] 
conform  to  his  wishes.  Why  should  I  not. 
said  I,  what  is  there  to  prevent  met  I  do  not 
know  an  individual  in  New-York,  no  one 
knows  me,  what  should  induce  me  to  tarry 
there  ?  Ah,  my  friend,  said  he,  you  will  find 
many  in  New-York,  who  will  love  and  admire 
you,  and  they  will  wish  to  detain  you  in  that 
city.  But  you  have  promised  you  will  return,  | 
and  in  the  mean  time  may  the  tiod  of  i leaven 
be  with  you.  Unable  to  reply  I  hurried  from 
bis  door,  and  on  entering  the  vessel,  I  found 
the  good  oM  man  had  generously  attended  to 
what  had  made  no  part  of  my  care,  liy  making 
sinple  prevision  both  for  me  and  the  boatmen 
tiuring  our  little  voyage. 

1  retired  to  the  cabin,  I  had  leisure  for  se-l 
rioiis  reflection,  and  serious  reflections  crowd¬ 
ed  upon  me;  1  was  astonished,  1  was  lost  in 
wonder,  in  love,  and  in  praise  ;  1  .saw  as  plain 
as  I  could  see  an  object  of  sense,  that  the 
good  hand  oftiod  was  in  all  these  things;  it 
is,  I  spontaneously  exclaimed,  it  is  the  l.ord’s 
doings,  and  it  is  marvelous  in  my  eyes  ;  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me,  that  I  could  trace  the  hand  of 
Ciod  in  bringing  rnc  tlirough  a  long  chain  of 
events  to  such  a  place,  to  such  a  person,  so 
evidently  prepared  for  my  reception,  and  while 
1  acknowledged  the  will  of  (jod  manifested 
respecting  my  public  character,  I  at  the  same 
moment  distinguished  tlie  kindness  of  (Jod, 
evinced  hy  his  indulging  me  with  a  retire¬ 
ment  so  exactly  suited  to  my  wishes ;  the 
house  was  neat,  the  situation  enchanting,  it 
was  on  the  margin  of  tlic  deep,  on  tlie  side  of  i 
an  extensive  bay,  which  abounded  with  fish  of; 
every  description,  and  a  great  variety  of  wa¬ 
ter  fowl.  On  the  other  side  of  this  dwelling  i 
aftvr  passing  ovtT  a  few  fields,  (which  at  that  | 
time  stood  thick  with  corn) — venerable  woods,  i 
which  seemed  coevals  of  time,  presented  a 
“  scene  for  contemplation  fit — towering  ina-  j 
irstic,  they  filled  the  devotional  mind  with  a  | 
religious  awe.”  I  reflected  therefore  with  j 
augmenting  gratitude  to  my  heavenly  Uather,  i 
upon  the  pressing  invitation  he  had  put  it  into  | 
the  heart  of  his  faithful  servant,  to  give  me,  j 
and  I  determined  to  hasten  back  to  this  de-  j 
lightful  rctreat,wliere  nothing  but  the  grandeur  I 
of  simple  nature  in  the  surrounding  objects,! 
and  the  genuine  operations  of  the  divine  spirit  j 
in  the  liospitable  Master,  awaited  iny  ap¬ 
proach. 

1  had  not  the  least  idea  of  tarrying  in  New- 
York,  a  moment  longer  than  to  see  the  captain, 
deliver  up  my  charge,  and  receive  my  bag- 1 
gage,  and  I  resolved  to  return  to  my  benevo¬ 
lent  friend  by  the  first  opportunity.  Anil 
thus  did  I  make  up  my  mind.  Well,  if  it  be 
so,  I  am  grateful  to  (lod,  that  the  business  is 
thus  adjusted ;  if  I  must  be  a  promulgator  of 
these  glad,  these  vast,  yet  obnoxious  tidings,  I 
I  shall  however  be  sheltered  in  the  bosom  of 


friendship,  in  the  bosom  of  retirement.  I  will 
employ  myself  on  the  grounds  of  my  friend, 
thus  obtaining  my  own  support,  and  health 
will  be  a  concomitant,  while  I  will  preach  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation,  free  as  the  light  of 
heaven.  The  business  thus  arranged,  my 
mj|^d  became  reconciled  to  the  w  ill  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  and  thus  commenced  another  impor¬ 
tant  stage  of  my  various  life. 

_  DOCTRIITAZ..  _ 
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The  necessity  anil  utility  of  adhering  to  first 
I  principles  in  religion. — By  R.  Wricht. 

[CORTINCED  FROM  PACE  96.] 

1  Proposition  II.  Continued. 

[  Section  5. — While  Christians  are  divided 
about  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement  and  salis- 
I  faction  for  sins,  they  all  agree  that  the  free 
I  forgiveness  of  sins  is  an  essential  doctrine  of 
I  Christianity,  and  that  the  free  mercy  of  (lod  is 
I  plainly  revealed  in  the  gospel.  The  unlearn- 
I  ed  may  decide  between  the  contending  par- 
;  lies,  hy  bringing  the  points  on  which  they  dif- 
fi*r  to  the  test  of  those  in  which  they  agrae. 
i  Nothing  but  common  sense  is  necessary  to 
teach  an  inuiartial  person  that,  if  (Jod  he  mer¬ 
ciful,  he  cannot  be  vindictive;  that  if  he  acts 
I  towards  sinners  on  the  ground  of /r«c  mercy, 
j  he  does  not  stand  ujion  satisfaction  to  his  jus- 
.  tice,  and  the  atonement  of  his  wrath  ;  and 
!  that,  if  he  forgives  sins  freely,  he  does  not 
■  cancel  them  on  the  ground  of  satisfaction 
having  been  previously  made,  hy  a  righteous 
person,  on  hi  half  of  the  oflendcr.  Common 
sense  must  ever  dictate  that  a  debt  cannot 
he  both  paid  and  freely  forgiven ;  that  the 
sentence  of  law  cannot  be  executed  and  the 
ofl'ender  pardoned. 

<>.  Some  Christians  contend  that  man  will 
contiiuie  to  live  when  ho  is  dead,  in  a  .separate 
state,  before  he  is  raised  from  the  grave ; 
others  contend  that  he  will  remain  completely 
dead  until  the  morn  of  the  resurrection.  All 
.Tcknowledge  that  life  and  immortality  are 
brought  to  light  liy  the  gospel,  and  that  the 
future  state  of  man  is  inseparably  connected 
with  tlie  resurrection  from  the  dead.  Here 
again  the  illiterate  has  only  to  use  his  com¬ 
mon  sense  in  order  to  decide  w  Inch  opinion  is 
most  consonant  with  what  both  parties  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  be  an  essential  doctrine  of  Chris¬ 
tianity 

7.  .All  Christians  agree  that  sinners  are  just¬ 
ly  charged  with,  and  are  made  accountablo 
for,  all  the  iniquities  of  their  lives;  that  they 
ought  to  repent  of  every  transgression,  and 
will  certainly  be  punished  if  they  remain  im- 
pi'iiitent ;  yet  they  greatly  differ  in  their 
ideas  of  the  state  in  which  man  is  born,  of 
the  way  in  which  he  becomes  a  sinner,  and 
resfiecting  his  ability  to  act  right.  On  these 
disputed  points  the  unlearned  Christian  may 
decide  for  himself,  by  a  due  attention  to  those 


thingH  in  which  all  parties  agree.  Coniiiion 
sense  will  suggest  tu  him  the  impossibility  of 
sinners  being  charged  by  a  rigliteuus  (iud, 
with  criminality,  and  rendered  accountable 
for  what  they  were  subjected  to,  independent 
,  of  their  own  choice ;  for  what  they  could  not 
pos.sibly  avoid,  or  for  omitting  what  they  had 
no  ability  to  perform.  There  can  be  no  r<x)m 
for  a  man  to  repent  of  any  thing  but  what  is 
properly  his  own  act  and  deed ;  nor  can  im¬ 
penitence  be  a  crime  in  those  who  have  not 
power  to  repent.  The  necessity  of  repent¬ 
ance,  which  all  admit  to  be  an  e.ssential 
branch  of  Christian  doctrine,  proves  that  a 
man  has  power  to  act  right. 

8.  Though  all  the  professors  of  the  go.spel 
admit  that  faith  towards  the  Lord  Jesus  (’hrist 
is  an  essential  part  of  Christianity,  many  of 
them  say  that  man  has  not  power  to  believe  ; 
yet  they  admit  that  those  who  do  not  believe, 
will  be  damned.  This  mi.stakc  may  be  de¬ 
tected  and  rectified  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
what  themselves  confess  to  be  a  fundamental 
of  the  Christian  religion.  If  men  cannot  be¬ 
come  Christians  withunt  faith,  and  they  have 
not  the  power  to  believe,  it  follows  that  they 
have  not  power  to  become  Christians ;  and  it 
must  be  obvious  to  the  common  sense  of  man¬ 
kind  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  punish  men 
for  not  Ixdng  what  they  have  not  the  power  to 
become.  If,  as  such  persons  contend,  unbe¬ 
lief  be  a  damning'’  sin,  faith  must  be  a  practi¬ 
cal  duty. 

9.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  common  mistake, 
that  men  are  justified  and  saved  hy  faith  alone. 
This  mistake  may  l)e  detected  by  what  all 
Christians  admit  to  be  an  essential  truth,  i-  «• 
that  without  holiness  of  heart  ami  life,  men 
cannot  be  finally  saved  ;  for  it  must  strike  ev- 
€ry  man  of  common  sense,  that  if  a  holy  life 
be  necessary  to  the  obtaining  of  eternal  sal¬ 
vation,  then  sinners  are  not  .saved  hy  faitli 
only,  and  that  faith,  to  he  savipg,  must,  as 
James  taught,  lx-  accompanied  by  good  works. 
If  Christians  w  ould  hut  exercise  common  sense 
on  what  ail  admit  to  he  a  leading  truth  of  the 
gospel,  i.  e.  the  nect  ssity  of  holiness  of  iieart 
and  life,  they  might  see  the  fallacy  of  resting 
their  whole  salvation  on  faith  alone. 

10.  Serious  persons  have  often  had  their 
minds  perplexed,  and  their  peace  disturbed, 
by  the  doctrines  of  practical  election  and  ar 
bitrary  reprobation :  but  the  fallacy  of  such 
doctrines  may  he  detected  hy  bringing  them 
to  the  test  of  what  all  Christians  n)ust  admit 
to  be  an  osseatial  part  of  revealed  truth,  i.  e. 
that  Ciod  is  no  respecter  of  persons  ;  that  he 
will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his 
works.  Common  sense  teaches  that  if  the 
Almighty  chose  a  part  of  mankind  to  be  the 
objects  of  his  special  favours,  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  their  character,  and  reject  others  in 
the  same  arbitrary  way,  he  is  evidently  a  par¬ 
tial  being,  a  respecter  of  persons,  and  does 
not  render  to  every  man  according  to  his 


works.  If  the  divine  impartiality,  which  all 
profess  to  admit,  be  strictly  adhered  to,  f  vu\ 
notion  of  God’s  partial  favour  t«»  some,  atui 
liis  arbitrary  rejection  of  others,  must  be  rt;. 
nounced  ;  and  tiie  rational  idea,  that  he  ap¬ 
proves  or  disapproves  of  men,  according  lo 
their  real  character,  and  deals  with  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  moral  state,  fully  admitted 

The  preceding  observations  arc  intended 
to  show  the  unlearned  reader  the  use  he  may 
make  of  what  all  parties  of  chri.stians  admit  to 
he  essential  truths  of  revelation,  in  judgiii; 
for  himself  on  those  points  in  which  they  dif 
for  ;  ami  that  common  sense,  freely  exercised 
on  the  first  principles  of  Christianity,  will  lead 
to  a  detection  of  the  most  material  errors  iu 
religion. 

[7b  be  Continued.] 
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TO  PATIIO.NS. 

Two  requests  arc  made  by  the  edite-  and  proprie¬ 
tor  of  this  paper.  The  Jirsl  is,  that  all  those  wIid 
have  become  subscribers  for  the  Evangelical  llcposi- 
tory,  should  make  a  little  exertion  to  extend  the  pat¬ 
ronage  of  the  work.  DoubtlesN,  every  man  who 
takes  a  Vol.  can  obtain  one  or  two  .subscribers  more, 
ami  then  the  little  labour  of  each  friend,  would  in  tlie 
aggregate  assist  the  editor  very  much. 

N.lt.  Subscribers  can  he  furnished  with  afidllile 
of  the  Nos,  from  the  beginning,  at  the  advance 
price  (ill, 00.) 

The  Jccond  is,  that  all  those  to  vdiom  inv  pajict 
is  sent,  shoidd  remember  the  grcM  ex|)ense  and 
tnmble  necessary  to  sustain  the  publication  of  such 
a  work.  It  will  mrt  be  rerpiisite  to  say  any  thiii» 
more,  than  that  a  large  payment  is  to  be  made  in  a 
few  days  lo  the  printer  and  paper-maker,  thercTort 
call  is  made  on  tiioso  who  have  not  paid,  to  assbt.— 
“  Render  to  all  their  rfwe.t.’’ 

S.WCTIONS  OF  AN  O.VTIl. 

F rom  time  imiuemorial  it  has  been  ciistoman  to 
qualify  men  to  speak  the  tiutli,  to  administer  an  oath 
on  all  such  as  are  calh^d  to  te*tify  in  courts  of  justice. 
— Init  many,  very  many  there  are,  who  attend  to  tlie 
form,  who  do  not  fully  nnder-tund  the  responsibility 
under  w  hich  such  an  obligation  places  them.  Doubt¬ 
less  thousands  re|x-at  the  oaths  administered,  without 
ever  reflecting  on  the  sanctions  conse(|uent  then*- 
upon.  The  sanctions  necessary  to  make  an  oath 
morally  bimliiig  are,  1st,  o  belief  in  the  existence 
of  a  Supreme  lieing  a  bditf  that  (lodicill 

render  to  every  tnun  according  to  his  uurk.^ 

With  these  opinions,  every  man  is  conqxjtent  fn 
aflimi  at  any  time  and  place.  But  when  it  is  said 
that  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  God  b  ncccssars’,  it 
is  not  meant  that  it  is  absolutely  requisite  that  an 
appeal  should  be  made  to  the  Deity  in  form,  be¬ 
cause  every  man  who  will  acknowledge  the  being 
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of  a  God  HUM  believe  him  to  be  Omniscient  as 
well  as  Omnipresent — who  views  all  beings  and 
things  with  entire  scrutiny,  and  who  knows  the 
tliotights  and  purposes  of  all  hearts;  for  there  is 
i!(it  a  hair  of  our  heads  but  what  is  numbered, 
.'♦'or  is  it  conceived  necessary  by  the  writer,  that 
(be  eternity  of  punishment  should  be  deemed  a 
,ust  recomjtcnse  of  reward  to  tho^c  who  spe;ik  not 
the  thing  as  it  is,  notwithstanding,  some  contend 
for  this.  Those  persons  who  hold  these  senti¬ 
ments,  bold  other  opinions  which  invalidate,  if 
I  they  do  not  destroy,  the  supposed  sanction;  for 
thev  have  a  way  provided  for  fiil,e  swearers  to  avoid 
this  p'nality,  although  the  law  is  violated  which  ex¬ 
poses  to  it,  by  timely  repentance.  For  instance,  the 
judge  informs  the  witness,  who  is  to  testify,  that 
having  taken  this  oath  administered,  he  “  must  tell 
the  whole  truth, and  nothing  but  the  truth,”  or  else  he 
must  inevitably  suffer  eternal  pains,  provvitil  he 
dors  not  repent. 

Would  not  the  witness  think  that  the  penalty  affix¬ 
ed  was  dreadfid;  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  would 
he  not  say,  although  it  is  fearful,  yet  I  can  discern 
a  way  to  escape  it ;  and  should  I  affirm  wrongfully, 
perhaps,  it  might  be  of  essential  service  to  him  who 
had  solicited  my  testimony,  and  then  1  can  escape  by 
speedy  repentance? 

These  remarks  are  offered,  not  to  undervalue  re¬ 
pentance,  for  that  penitence  is  necessarv.which  leads 
onto  reformation;  but  they  are  intended  to  show  that 
those  who  boast  of  the  superiority  of  their  opinions 
to  give  sanction  to  an  oath,  should  sec  the  fallacy  of 
the  assumption.  VVe  say,  if  the  eternity  of  punish¬ 
ment  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  sanction,  we  should 
find  some  instances  in  the  best  science  of  morality 
ever  taught ;  i.  e.  in  the  instmetion  of  our  Uivine 
Master,  where  he  had  reference  to  this  awful  penalty, 
supposed  necessary  to  make  men  speak  the  truth  ; 
but  he  said,  “Swear  not  at  all,  neither  by  Heaven 
nor  by  earth,  but  let  your  yea  be  yen,  end  your 
uay,  n'ly,  * 

The  evident  reason  of  this  injunction,  viz.  that 
their  yea  should  be  yea  and  their  nay,  nay,  is,  he 
ever  t.iught  the  arrutinizinf^  observation  of  (lod— 
tliat  even  “  a  sparrow  fell  not  to  the  gtound  with¬ 
out  hLs  notice,”  and  therefore,  whenever  man  spake, 
he  shotUd  recollect  that  he  stands  before  the  Judge 
of  all  the  earth,  who  knoweth  whctlrer  he  speaks 
the  tnith  or  not ;  and  to  him,  who  shall  lie  both 
to  God  and  man,  shall  be  rendered  according  to 
iiis  demerit.  Every  man  in  society  ought  to  be 
convinced  that  “/or  every  idle  icord,  God  tcill 
briniir  him  into  jud foment,"  for  he  who  deceiveth 
his  fellow  man  is  condemned  before  God,  and  Is 
as  sure  to  realize  the  dreadful  consequences  of 
transgression,  as  he  is  of  sickness,  who  exposes 
liimself  to  disease. 

It  u  a  fact,  that  many  have  supposed  that  they 
were  not  bound  to  tell  the  tmth,  because  they 
spake  not  under  oath.  But  did  eveiy  individual 
feel  persuaded  that  God  had  said,  “Thou  shalt 
not  lie,”  and  is  never  deceived  in  respect  to  men’s 
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words,  there  would  be  less  of  falsehood  and  dis> 
simulation  in  tlie  world.  “  He  th.tt  tnW  love  life 
and  tee  ^ood  days,  lei  him  refrain  hit  tongue 
from  evil,  uud  his  liptth-.t  they  apeak  no  guile.” 
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On  the  intermediate  state  of  the  dead. 

Sect.  1.  The  Scriptures  examined  respect¬ 
ing  the  state  of  man’s  Body  and  Soul,  .and 
Spirit,  between  death  and  the  resurrection. 

Sect.  2.  (.)n  Ghosts,  and  their  intercourse 
with  this  world  after  deatli. 

Sect.  3.  On  the  various  opinions  whi«li  have 
been  entertained  respecting  the  state  of  man's 
soul ;  its  immortality ;  its  condition  after 
death  ;  whence  such  opinions  originated ;  and 
how  tliey  came  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
Christian  religion. 

Sect.  4  Facts  stated,  showing  that  the  com¬ 
mon  opinions  respecting  man’s  soul,  and  its 
condition  after  death,  eannot  be  true. 

Sect.  6.  Objections  considered. 

ESSAY  II. 

On  the  Resurrection  from  the  Dead. 

Sect.  I.  On  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ  from  the  Dead. 

Sect.  2.  On  the  Resurrection  of  Man  from 
the  Dead. 

Sect.  3.  Remarks  addressed  to  Christians, 
Jews,  and  Deists. 

ESSAY  111. 

On  the  Greek  terms  krino,  krisis,  krima,  ^c. 
rendered  judge,  judgment,  condemned,  con¬ 
demnation,  damned,  damnation,  &c.  in  the 
N  ew-T  estament. 

Concluding  remarks,  on  Mr.  Hudson’s  Let¬ 
ters,  in  Defiance  of  a  future  Retribution,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Messrs.  Hosca  Ballou, Balfour,  &c. 
BY  WALTER  BAI.FOCR. 

These  three  Essays  were  commenced  for 
the  Author’s  personal  satisfaction,  without 
any  view  to  immediate  publication,  or  as  an 
answer  to  Mr.  Hudson’s  Book.  But  a?  wc 
deem  them  a  full  answer  to  it,  wc  proceed  to 
prepare  them  for  the  press.  All  his  text#  in 
proof  of  a  future  retribution  arc  particularly 
considered ;  the  principle  of  analogy  on  which 
he  reasons  betwixt  this  state  and  the  future, 
is  also  examined  ;  and  the  assumed  ground 
on  which  he  build.s  his  whole  scheme  of  pun¬ 
ishment  after  death,  is  shown  to  be  without 
foundation  in  the  Bible. 

CONDITION’S. — Th«  work  shall  be  haiHltomefy 
printed  in  a  12  niu.  volume,  rontainin*  between  350 
and  400  pages,  and  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  at 
|l  in  boards,  or  |1,25  bound.  Persons  l>ecomin;['  re. 
sponsible  for  6  copies  can  receive  a  7th  gratis.  Thoae 
to  whom  subscription  papers  are  sent,  or  ■/  inclined 
to  f«Tor  the  publication,  are  requeated  to  return  an 
account  of  the  number  of  copies  subscribed  for,  by  the 
first  of  January  to  the  Author.  The  work  sbidl  then 
be  put  to  press,  if  the  subscription  will  warrant  the 
expense  of  publication. 

Charltstmtn,  Afoss.  Aov.  7,  1827. 

IirSubscriptioM  received  at  this  office. 
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(>l)K  TO  TIIK  F)EITV. 

O  thou  eternal  one !  \vho«.e  preNcnce  brii;ht. 

All  space  doth  occupy — all  iiiotioii  f^iiide ; 
Unchang’d  thro’  lime’s  all  devusting  (light, 

Thou  only  (lod!  There  is  no  (It)d  beside. 
Being  above  all  beings !  Mighty  One  ! 

Whom  none  ran  comprehend  and  none  explore; 
Who  till’st  existence  with  Thyself  alone  ; 
Embracing  all — snppo,ting — ruling  o’er — 

Being  wThoin  we  cull  Uod — and  know  no  more ! 

In  its  sublime  research,  philosophy 

May  measure  out  the  ocean  deep,  mav  count 
The  sands,  or  the  sun’s  rays — but  Ood,  for  thee 
There  is  no  weight  nor  measure  ;  none  can  mount 
Up  to  thy  mysteries.  Reason’s  brightest  spark, 

Tho*  liindVd  by  thy  light,  in  vam  would  try 
To  trace  thy  counsels,  infinite  and  dark  ! 

And  thought  is  lost  ere  thought  can  soar  so  high. 
Even  like  past  inomcnts  in  eternity. 

Tltou  from  primeval  nothingness  didst  call 
First  charrs’,  then  existence — Lord  on  thee 
Eternity  had  its  foundation  ;  all 

Spning  forth  from  thee  ;  of  light,  joy,  harmony, 
Sole  origin—  all  life,  all  beautv,  thine. 

Thy  word  created  all,  and  doth  create  : 

Thy  splendor  fills  all  space  with  rays  divine. 

Thou  art,  and  wert,  and  slnill  be,  glorious,  great ! 
Life-giving,  life-sustaining  Potentate ! 

Thy  chains  the  unmeasur'd  Universe  surround  : 

Upheld  by  thee,  by  thee  inspired  with  breath ! 
Thou  the  beginning  with  the  end  hast  bound, 

And  beautifully  in'mgled  life  and  death  ; 

As  sparks  mount  upwards  from  the  fiery  blaze. 

So  suns  are  born,  so  worlds  spring  forth  from  Thee! 
And  as  tlie  spangles  in  the  sunny  rays 

Shiiic  rouiul  the  silver  snow,  the  pageantry 
Of  Heaven’s  bright  army  glitters  in  thy  praise. 

A  million  torches  lighted  by  thy  hand 

Wander  unwearied  tlfoiigh  the  blue  abyss; 

Thev  own  thy  [jower,  accomplish  thy  coimujnd, 

411  guy  withlne,  all  clu(|uent  with  hlivs, 

Wlrat  shidl  we  call  tlicm  }  Piles  of  chry  tal  light ; 

A  glorious  company  of  golden  streams  ? 

Lamps  of  celestial  ellier  burning  bright  ? 

Suns,  lighting  systems  with  their  joyous  beams  ? 
But  Thou  to  these  art  as  the  noon  to  night. 

Yes!  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  sea,  1 

All  this  magnificence  in  thee  is  lost. 

What  are  a  million  worlds  compared  to  Thee  ? 

And  what  am  I,  then  ?  Heaven’s  nnnuniber'd  host. 
Though  multiplied  by  myriads,  and  array'd 
In  all  the  glory  of  sublimcst  thought, 

Is  but  an  atom  in  the  ballance  weigh’d 

Against  thy  greatness-Hs  a  cypher  brought 
Against  infinity  !  What  am  I,  then  ?  Nought. 

Nought ! — But  the  effluence  of  Thy  light  divine, 
Pervading  worlds,  hath  reached  my  bosom  too  ; 
Yes,  in  my  spirit  doth  thy  spirit  shine. 

As  shines  the  s«n-bcaro  in  a  drop  of  dew. 


Nought !  but  I  live,  and  on  hope’s  pinions  fly 
Eager  towards  thy  presence :  for  in  Thee 
I  live,  and  breathe,  and  dwell ;  aspiring  high. 

Even  to  the  throne  of  thy  divinity. 

I  am,  O  Uod !  and  surely  thou  must  be ! 

Thou  art !  directing,  guiding  all,  Tliou  ait! 

Direct  my  understanding  then  to  Thee  ; 
r ontrol  my  spirit,  guide  mv  wand’ring  heart ; 

Though  but  an  atom  mid’st  iminensitv. 

Still  I  am  something,  fashion’d  by  thy  hand : 

I  hold  a  middle  r.ink.  ’twixt  heaven  and  earth. 
On  the  last  verge  of  mortal  being  stand, 

('lose  to  the  realms  where  angels  have  their  birth. 
Just  on  the  boundaries  of  tlie  spirit  land. 

The  chain  of  being  is  complete  in  me  : 

In  me  is  matter’s  last  gradation  lost. 

And  the  next  step  is  spirit — Deity  ! 

1  can  command  the  lightning,  and  am  dust ; 

A  monarch  and  a  slave,  a  worm,  a  God  ! 

Whence  came  I  here,  :md  how  ?  so  niarvclonoly 
Uonstnicled  and  conceived  ?  unknown  ?  This  clod 
Lives  surely  through  some  higher  energy; 

For  from  himself  alone  it  could  not  be.  * 

Creator!  Yes,  tbv  wisdom  and  thy  wo  1 
(’reat*>d  me!  Thou  source  of  life  and  good! 
Thou  spirit  of  my  spirit,  and  my  Lord  ! 

Thy  light,  thy  love,  in  their  bright  plenitude, 
Fill’d  me  with  an  immortal  soul,  to  spring 
Over  the  abyss  of  death,  and  bade  it  wear 
The  garinents  of  eternal  dav,  and  wing 

Its  neavenly  flight  beyond  this  little  sphere. 

Even  in  its  source,  to  Thee,  its  author  there. 

() thought  inefifabla!  O  vision  blest! 

Tho’  worthless  our  conceptions  all  of  Thee, 

Yet  shall  thy  -hadow’d  image  fill  onr  breast. 

And  waft  its  homage  to  thy  Deity. 

God  !  thus  alone  my  lowly  thoughts  can  soar; 

Thus  seek  thy  presence,  being  wise  and  good : 
Midst  thy  vast  works,  admire,  obey,  adore  ; 

And  when  the  tongue  is  eloquent  no  more. 

The  soul  thall  -peak  in  tears  of  eratitiide. 

I  ?  ■  An  apology  will  be  necessary,  for  difference  in 
the  paper  on  which  the  present  number  is  published, 
hut  a*  soon  as  more,  like  the  former,  ran  be  obtained, 
it  will  be.  It  is  thought  Itetter  to  |iul>lish  on  tbu 
paper,  thau  to  defer  its  publication  for  the  present. 

Erratum. — In  the  last  No.  page  126,  first  CoIiudd, 
16lh  line  Irom  the  bottom,  read,  ‘‘such  disseiition: 
exist  among  the  Methodists,"  kc, 
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LT  OPPO-ilTE  THE  POsT-OrFICK,  RIV  ER-ST. 

And  will  be  afi'oided  to  city  subscribers,  at  gl  25 
per  annum,  if  paid  in  advance.— At  the  end  of  sis 
months,  SI  50. — Country  subscribers,  at  $1  00  per 
anniiin,  in  advance,  or  S5  at  the  end  of  six 
montlis. 

N.  B.  Those  persons,  who  will  obtain  five  siibscri- 
qersand  pay  the  Mitnr  for  the  same,  shall  receive  the 
sixth  copy  gratis ;  and  so  on  in  the  same  pioportion. 

(JI?*  Letter*  und  rommunicutiont  tddrtssed  fr> 
I  the  editeyr,  must  he  post-paid . 
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